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Alianzas público privadas y fondos del agua son vehículos eficaces para la
conservación del agua
Oportunidades de negocio para el sector de agua, saneamiento e infraestructura:
En este informe presentamos un artículo de Andrea Erickson, Directora Ejecutiva de los Fondos de Agua de
The Nature Conservancy, argumentando a favor de las alianzas público privadas y las Soluciones Basadas
en la Naturaleza (SBN) como una alternativa más eficiente comparada con las grandes inversiones
tradicionales en infraestructura gris.
Erickson describe a los fondos de agua como vehículos de inversión en donde las partes relacionadas
colaboran con la implementación de protección ambiental usando SBN. En este sistema, los usuarios aguas
abajo invierten en tierras aguas arriba y en aplicar una gestión hídrica compensando a los tenedores de
tierras aguas arriba por sus actividades de restauración ambiental y manejo adecuado de sus tierras
agrícolas para garantizar la calidad y cantidad de agua para todos.
De esta forma, las comunidades rurales aguas arriba y los usuarios urbanos de las ciudades aguas abajo
se benefician económicamente de las inversiones y garantiza el éxito de los fondos de agua.
La autora cita un estudio de The Nature Conservancy que señala que 4 de cada 5 ciudades podría mejorar
sus fuentes de abastecimiento de agua con soluciones basadas en la naturaleza y obtener retornos sobre
la inversión positivos al reducir los gastos de operación, además de otros beneficios sociales y ambientales.
Sin embargo, los 34 fondos del agua en el mundo no son suficientes y requieren aliados en los sectores
público y privado. Erickson destaca a nivel internacional la participación de Veolia en el desafío de una
agricultura sostenible que incorpore prácticas de una economía circular y de Suez por incorporar la
restauración de humedales en sus prácticas para mejorar la calidad del agua y reducir sus costos.
También destaca que más de 100 empresas invierten $38 millones en los fondos de agua para mejorar la
disponibilidad del agua y contribuir al desarrollo sustentable de las comunidades.

Solving for water security at the source
New York City faced a challenge in the 1990s: the city needed a new water filtration system to serve its
nearly 8 million people. But the prospect of spending $6 to 10 billion on a new water treatment plant, and
another $100 million on annual operating costs, was daunting. So, city officials took a closer look at the
source of their water—the Catskill Mountains.
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Water from the Catskills flows through 120 miles of forests, farmlands and towns to reach New York City.
When that landscape is healthy, it acts as a natural purifying system, but certain development and
agricultural practices can result in impaired water quality. For city officials, reaching out to local farmers
and landowners and compensating them to restore and conserve their lands in the watershed, combined
with some land acquisition, proved to be significantly cheaper than building and operating a new
treatment plant.
New York’s example showed the benefits of public-private partnerships in such situations, and
demonstrated that unlocking nature-based solutions can be cheaper, more efficient and produce
additional benefits compared to conventional “gray,” built infrastructure. This was the moment of
inspiration for water funds.
Water funds are a collective investment vehicle in which stakeholders collaborate to implement naturebased source water protection. Downstream water users invest in upstream land and water management
practices, compensating upstream land managers for restoration activities and better management of
agricultural land. Rural landowners and communities can benefit economically from these investments as
well. Mutual benefits are the hallmark of successful water funds.
Given that more than 40 percent of source watersheds worldwide have been degraded by development,
resulting in impaired downstream flows, nature-based source water protection can be one of the most
effective ways to improve water quality and quantity for urban areas. A study by The Nature Conservancy
(TNC) estimated that 4 out of 5 cities could improve water quality using nature-based solutions, and
potentially 1,000 cities globally would see a positive ROI based on reductions in total utility expenditures.
Furthermore, these solutions often deliver other forms of value, such as increased agricultural yields,
improved community health and carbon sequestration.
One example is the Upper-Tana Nairobi Water Fund, which addressed the challenge of severe erosion
and nutrient runoff into Nairobi’s water supplies by helping upstream farmers implement practices that
both reduce erosion and increase agricultural yields. Today, such activities in the watershed help sustain
the water supply for 9.3 million people and will generate an estimated US $21.5 million in long-term
benefits for local communities and businesses.
Since TNC launched its first water fund in Quito, Ecuador in 2000, we’ve established 34 water funds
around the world, with 30 more in development throughout Latin America, North America, Africa, and
Asia. But this is not enough. By 2025, at least two-thirds of the world’s population will likely be living in
water-stressed areas. The question we face now is, how do we implement these solutions at the scale
needed to truly make a dent in global water insecurity?
It’s not enough for TNC to keep developing water funds, though we will. We also need more partners in
the public and private sectors to invest in these practices.
Utilities are one of those key partners—especially companies like Veolia and Suez with an international
presence. Veolia, for example, is exploring how changing agricultural practices and ecosystem
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enhancements can ensure more sustainable water supply. Suez, meanwhile, is incorporating wetland
restoration into their practices to improve water quality and reduce operating costs. In addition, there are
many examples of visionary local utilities actively investing in both green and grey infrastructure to deliver
sustainable water to the communities and cities they serve.
Of course, it is agriculture and industry—not domestic use—that represents the vast majority of water
consumption. Businesses with high water needs have an enormous interest in ensuring they have stable
water supplies and can have an equally enormous impact on global water security. Consider the example
of PepsiCo. All along its supply chain and production processes, PepsiCo depends on reliable water
supplies, and the company has accordingly established an integrated approach to watershed management,
including partnerships with TNC to restore watersheds in Latin America and the United States.
To date, more than 100 corporations have invested more than US $38m in water funds. Having more
private-sector actors invest seriously in nature-based solutions—and having city and state regulators
increasingly realize the benefits of these solutions and incorporate them into government oversight—can
help us move the needle on these challenges. On top of that, we can protect ecosystems that deliver a
range of other services, including climate mitigation, increased agricultural yields and improved
community health. This goes beyond providing clean water—it’s about fundamentally improving
sustainable human development around the world.
Nature can deliver better water security for more than one billion people. It’s an ambitious goal—but
with the right partnerships and stakeholders involved we can have a measurable, positive influence on
planetary health overall.
To learn more about our work with cities and stakeholders to develop water funds, visit
nature.org/watersecurity

*The views expressed in this blog are those of the author alone. Publication does not imply endorsement
of views by the World Bank.*

Fuente: The Water Blog del Banco Mundial, por Andrea Erickson (Directora Ejecutiva de Water Funds
and Water Markets at The Nature Conservancy, 11-septiembre-2018.

E-mail: informes@aquaintel.com.ec

Teléfono: +593 999265539

Página 3 de 3

